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Abstract

This webinar will provide you with some insights on several functional assays for
SARS-CoV-2, suitable for high throughput screening (HTS) applications, for the
identification of novel antiviral drugs. The assay platform that will be described
includes a cell-based viral entry assay, useful for the identification of inhibitors of
the viral entry step, as well as biochemical assays, which provide an important tool
to screen for inhibitors of SARS-CoV-2 life cycle at different stages. Overall, this
comprehensive assay platform could be of great value for the identification of novel
drugs active against viral as well as host cell targets, and that could act synergically
to prevent viral infection at multiple stages.
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Sara is currently a Principal Scientist, belonging to the Cell
Biology Unit at Axxam. She holds a Master’s degree in
Biotechnology and a Ph.D. in Molecular Medicine, and around
ten years experience in the field of cell-based assays for drug
discovery. Sara has recently given her major contribution in
the STOP-COV project, granted by Regione Lombardia, whose
main goal was to set-up an assay platform, suitable to High
Throughput Screening (HTS) applications, to identify novel
antiviral drugs against SARS-CoV-2.

Simone Nenci is currently Senior Scientist in the
biochemistry group at Axxam with 5 years of experience in
the field of assay development and HTS assay configuration
on therapeutically relevant targets with focused expertise in
biochemical and biophysical assays. He is responsible for the
strategic design of recombinant protein expression and he
succeeded in developing several functional biochemical
assays for HTS across a broad range of targets including
different enzyme classes, hetero-multimeric protein
complexes, protein-protein interaction, and protein-nucleic
acids interaction. Simone has a Master's degree in Applied
Biology and a Ph.D. in Biotechnology.
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